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New Month Brings
Pair of New Plays

To the Theaters
Cosmo Hamilton and J. M. Barrie

Author* of Fresh
Productions.

THE advent of May in the legitimate theater
brings with it a welcome relief from the
monotonous succession of old stage stories

which have oppressed the stage for the past thirty
days.

The Garrick continues closed, no production hav.
bean announced since the termination of the

run of "Over the Hill." The National presents another
visit of "Twin Beds." so one looks with particular
Interest toward Poli's and the Belasco, where new

offerings of more than usual promise will be on view.
William Kaversham. who showed us '"The Prince

and the Pauper" only a few months back, has found
that charming but slender production lacking in.
hardihood and he has abandoned it for a new play
by Cosmo Hamilton. "The Silver Fox." which gets
under way tomorrow night. Poll's ofTers a musical
version of Barrie's "Quality Street.".an offering
that appears to promise much.

Other stage attractions of the week are listed
below:

' The Silver Fox".BeUsco.
Cosmo Hamilton's latest play. Th< Silver Fox."

will be presented at the Shiibert-Belasco Theater
this week, beginning tomorrow evening. This new

play by the author of "Scandal." and "The Blindness
of Virtue." »as stased by Mr. Kaversham. The importantmembers of the cast are Lawrence Gross*
mith. Claude King. Dorothy ('umming and Flora
Sheffield. The locale of "The Silver Fox" is Englandof thr present time. The play gains its titlts
from the fa.-t that a beautiful rnti charming woman,
wedded to e boor, is frequently in London ani i.t*

liusband haj the humorous explanation that site is
) « king f.»r t'lv-f fox sk!ns. Am Intimate friend
turns from abroad. He has !« > : been in lov« with

the wife, without really being aware of it. The
story concerns the wife's successful try at divorce
so she may marry the man of her choice.

"Twin Beds".National.
Three act# of what can happen when six people

live two by two in three apartments in the crowded
confines of a fashionable apartment house and when
the over-sociability of a pretty young wife entangles
them all in an unwelcome neighborliness. constitutes
the plot of 'Twin Beds" which Clay Lambert and the
Selwyns will offer to the patrons of the New National
Theater this week, beginning tonight.
\ ~Twin Beds," the wholesomest of farces and the
not continuously amusing, earned its unprecedented
popularity as much by virtue of its deft characterization.arare quality in farces.as by that of its
Witty lines, surprising slang and cumulatively thrillingsituations. rt was writt<W by Salisbury Field;
and Margaret Mayo. 'Twin Beds" will be presented
\with a cast of fun-makers which will Include Mabelle
Kstelle. Virginia Fairfax. June Floodas. Georgia
Burdell. Augusts Araminl. Godfrey Matthews and
William Weston. ^

Phoebe of Quality Street".Poll's.
"Phoebe of Quality Street," a musical version of

Sir James M. Barrie's romantic comedy. "Quality
Street." will be presented at Poll's tomorrow night.
It will be recalled that Maude Adams appeared in the
dramatic original of this play. Edward Delancy Dunn
made the adaptation and the score is t^ie work of
Walter Kollo. one of Europe's most distinguished composer*.Dorothy Ward, one of England's most celebratedmusical comedy prima donnas, has the leading
role. Shaun Glenvllle. a prominent Irish comedian, is
anothr importation.

"Quality Street" has always been regarded as one
of the most popular of Barrie's plays. The story of
the original play has been closely followed la the
work of Mr. Dunn. Among those who are assisting
Miss Ward and Mr. Glenvllle are Warren Proctor. JosephineAdair. Muriel Tindal, Mary McCord, Marie
I'ettes. Lucius W Metz and Joseph Tinaley.

Vaudeville.B. F. Keith's.
Frisco, the American apache, and creator of jazz,

will be the stellar attraction at B F. Keith's Theater
thirf week, commencing at the matinee tomorrow. He
will be accompanied by Lnretta MrDermott. The extra
added attraction will be Mme. Doree's operalogues. A
large company of legitimate grand opera singers lend
reality to the roles. Moran and Mmck. "The Two
Black Crows." In drollery in black-relief; Land and
Hendricks in another perpetration of nonaense called
"Listen. Archie;" Billy Frawley and Edna Louise fn
Seven A. M ." by Jack Lait; the Leightons In "Comedy
and Songs;" Mile. La Toy's models of animal intelligence;Lucas and Inez in "An Art Classic;" "Topics
of the Day," the kinograms and other acta are included..

Vaudeville.Cosmos.
Louis Madina's big song and musical offering,

"Gems of^ Musical Art," will be the chief feature of
this week s bITl at the Cosmos Theater, beginning tomorrow.It will feature Nadlne Moretti, a concert
violinists, and eight splendid singers in a program of
music, vocal and instrumental, which haa been arrangedfor popular appeal and which yet retains a
classic quality. Other acts will include Prince and
Bell in Jack Lait's delightful little sketch. "J A. M.";
Kdna May Foster and company In "The Surprise." a

comedy novelty of song; Charles Mack and company,
in A Cheering Call"; Fisher and Hurst In "The

ttheKP1?kford* "robatic nonsense; HeTen
Constance Talmadge In "Mamma's

Affair, and the Christie comedy. "Ready to Serve."

"The Sporting Widows".Gayety.
A particular treat is in store for burlesque lover,

in the entertainment offered by Jacob. * Jermon'a
The Sporting Widows." Vtilch makes Its annual appearanceat the Gayety Theater for the week commencingtoday. WhHe old In name, the organisation

Is entirely new. The ottering ts said to fairly bubble
with novelties. The btirletta Is sparkling, and while
it relates a story of sufficient importance to dignify

u «*. It serves to introduce many
aasuaia* incidents and situations and the rsnditlon of
a varied offering of musical selections, most of which
sr. of the catchy, whtatly kind. A1 K. Hall is the
chief inciter of fun. and,is aided by Bob Btartsman a
recent recruit from the ranks of vaudeville. Other
embera of the caat are June Le Vea/ Stugenle Le

Blanc, George Welst and the Rex Trio. Various and
vmstod vaudeville specialties will punctuate the entire
entertainment.

Another bUl of unusual interest Is announoed for
showlas at (be Strand Theater beginning today and
continuing throughout ths week. Teddy Tappan and

presenting their latest conception
Xiatea. Slater. Usten." will b* the headline feature
ot the vaudeville bill. Other attraction, are Clart"
Hawaiian* featuring Ui.ua and her Hawaiian .In*'

f°*Bic U1

tT Duo' '» 8enaatlonal Frolics la
' Cfcarlee Olbbs, the musical mimic; Oeorae

KaadaJI and bis compaay in "Mr. Wise"; "Ooldea
1*"-" tk* Picture featuring Eugene O'Brien and
ItorA. Maa.field, aad other selected subsldla^ f«
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Fifteen "Irene" Companies
Playing All Over the World

Musical Hit That Premiered Here Now an InternationalHit. /'
Something of the universality been heard In Marly every large

which ha. hitherto bee. U...U-^ SfiCl'JSS SMfcr^ive achievement or the motion pic- thft W^st.
ture is being: enjoyed at present by in 4ta#e and July rights were sold
the particular musical comedy »uc- "Irene's" hearing in Sweden.

... ,.t tn .t .«t^-.« >- rrttfia and certain parta of Southof ,ht momcnt-to wlt' 1ren>^ America. Singapore. Bombay. CalTwentyor twenty-five year^Trom cUtta. Rio Janeiro. Buenoa Aires
now. when "Irene" Is revised with and other citlea have since had long:
an all-star cast, some-Stress prob- engagements of 'Irene." and in

.. u . u *w « a .k 4 January the fifteenth productionably will be laid upon the fact that Wig planned for wlth the ditp0.al
no less tfian fifteen companies were cf the rights for a presentation in .

presenting this piece, in various Budapest. =
corners -of th"e world. In the year

1921. While he haa had an intereating rjProbably by that time James career In grand opera. Warren ProcMontgomery.as author and prlncf- tor. who plays the leading tenor
pal owner of 'Irene." will be a rail- role in the Messrs. Shubert's pro*lionaire several times over. The duction of Sir James M. Barrie's
best available figures indicate that delightful comedy "Phoebe of Qual"Irene"has already made nearly a ity Street." at Poll's Theater, premilliondollars for him. His net fers the lighter form of entertklnincomefrom the various companies ment. fl
has at various times reached $20,000 Mr. Proctor haa sppeared witli 8a week. the Chicago Grand Opera Company ,In the beginning "Irene" was and the Municipal Opera Companyowned equally by Mr. Montgomery. of 8t. Louis, snd has sung with 1
Carle Carleton. a motion picture Mme. Tettrasini in concert. Speak- 1promoter and Joaeph Moran. part ins of ^is preference for light opera nowner of the \anderbllt Theater and rnusicatl comedy. Mr. ProctorSubsequently Carleton was bought Myv he beli ye. th/re 1. a greater

a

uSderi^ .5T',hy; £!£, .^Jnert futu" for » youn" American .Infer 1
J3!i * H .

piece Is owned in that fleI(J th>n rrand opera." "»rird hv Mor.n Rf°,h'.e,r>L*1? r.V According to him, American slngsrs c' .y.!1.T*7' »>«* tremendous barriers to over- P
makers of the present theatrical "J"1*, 'J Pinnacle of
generation. As Is usu^l in such frr""1 "per* »ucc«"'
cases. -Irene" was first refused by ,

~

sevrrit producers. In Its original [tllHg \IVUtfl Martinform, a muslcless comedy called
."Irene ODare." It was tried out Qllit8 Pictures foryears ago by Cohan & Harris, ana _ fwas permitted to drop by the way- Role Oft BrOadlVaUside after a few performances in

Stamford. *

.

' !
The engagement at the Venderbih Appropriately enough as the bri- it

began on Nov. 18. 1919. The piece dal season pf the year draws near. p
was produced at the Empire Theater -Ju.t Married" dropped anchor in 1in London on April 5. 1920, and soon , ...afterward bT three additional com- New Tork lMt week The »»otleal c
panies in the English provinces. By phrase 1s used advisedly, since this
thl« time It has been well through farce by Adelaide Matthew, and Ann "
Scotland and Ireland. At about the N,.h-,, «
same time rights were sold for the NlchoU w" U,d on fcollrd *» oc«n \
presentation of the piece la Au»- steamship aad encountered both s
trails. New Zealand and South marine and marital storms. f

wis1:AdeUlde; *el- It WU aeen at the Garrick here .bourne, Auckland. Capetown. Johau-
. *

nesburg and other cities have also dur'n* the winter under another .been played. In May. 1920, prepara- title, with Forrest Winant and o
Hons were begun for the organixa- Marie Carroll in the chief roles. "tlon of three actional companies So in this production, made by pto tour America, one of which is Jules Hurtlg in conjunction with hnow In its twenty-second week In the Shuberts, the various couples t'Chicago, and others, which have .board had a chance to be both Ma- »

sick and love.lck.it's not always s
r- _ , possible to tell the difference. AsUlen hello 10 Open. Miss Matthews, one of the author, r

Under the same management that of this frivolous summer piece la
hasconducted it so successfully for collaboration with Martha M. Stansomany year. paat. Glen Echo Pat;k ley. also wro'te "Nighty Night" andwill throw open it. gates to the "Scrambled Wl^s," some of its compubllcon Saturday. May 14. for the plications crfn be Imagined, especialsummerseason of 1(21. ly since mbst modern liners haveAll of the attractions that made beds.

It so popular last year will be ready The play signalised the return to
on opening day. with the exception the spoken stage of Mies Vivian'
of the gravity railway, which has Martin, who finally freed herselfbeen superseded by the park's new from the shackles of the movies,ride, the coaster dip. escaping without a scar, for she wasFor the kiddie* a brand new car- as pretty as ever last night. Sherousel has been provided to compete had previously had experience onwith the Mtdwajr of Fun for their the speaking stage, so »he didn'tpatronage. Special consideration Is have to be taught (o lisp in footllghtto be given the dancers, who will numbers by the stage director.And the new ballroom as nearly Others In ths cast were Lynn Overperfectas It could be devised. A "an, Jsss Dandy. Mias Dorothy Mor«worchestra, under the leadership timer and Mlsa Elisabeth Gcrgely.'of A. L. Oehman, will supply the "T

music.1/ Ina to Quit Role.
.ZTZTTi.=TT- .

*" « Claire.or Miss Ina Claire'sTT«e Little Princess. husband.having announced har |nTheWashington Little Theater at tentlon of deaertlng "the Gold-Dig.1741 Church street, which ha. had Ber." at the end of the New Torktwo week, of «uece«. In presenting run. there has latterly' been conplaysfor children, has chosen as It* slderable speculation as to the 1dannextoffering "The Little Princess," tity of the actress who will succeedalways a favorite with juvenile au- her. From Detroit now comM a redlenoes.This modern drama, deal- port that the pert will be played oning with everyday folk, will bt In tour by Julia Sanderson, thus esstrongcontrast to the previous fairy saying a non-musical role for thetale and Indian masque, which the first time In many yettt. 'The Goldchildrenpatronised with such kec» Diggers" will begin a Chicago ealAprecialioi,W'K * is the
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In the pictures. 2
Dortthj C^HmIiki* wko atoraa

the left iMe of this kkux7 of
tiff fiTtrltf*. will be praalnratlyfe«tpre4 ta the east of
CAno Bimlltoa'a aeweat play*
'The Slhrer Fox," la which a
Wllllaaa Favershaa Ia4a a aew P
tarrtag pMaettoa at the Belaeeethla week.
*fabelle Katdle. the fair wc

la the eeater.a*4raa the eaat ef
tallabary FteM*e «*4 Harfarvt
*aja'a claarfr farce hit, Twla
Be4a," which wfll retara ta the ?
Vatioaal ttalfht far a week* a

eajtaceaeat.
Dorothy WaH, eeea at the ]

rfxkt, la a Wrlt-kaowa AaglUft
mastral caaeAy atar, who waa J
broaght ta Aarrjea te mimg the
title role ef «^heebe af Qaaltty a

Street." the aaaateel Teralaa af
Barrfe*a "Oaaltty ftreet," which *

will he aeea at PelPa thla weak. *

.* ft

Talking Picture* -

Weir Griffith Idea 2
For "Dream Street" '!

al

Dream 8treet," the D. W. Grlf- *

th motion picture mad* from ol
torles by Thomas Burke, the Kng- It
Ish author, is to be transferred
omorrow night from .the Central rf
'heater in New Tork. where it Is bi
iow showing, to the Town Hall. I<

nd the producer will Introduce on ^
he opening night there a new deetopmentin screen presentation,
ommonly referred to as "talking
lctures." tl
The voices of the various charac- ,,

ers in the picture will be heard el
hroughout the smditorlum. This is x
he first time that any such serious

_

ttention haa been given to actual
xhibition of the talking films and r

nuch interest Is attached to the ^

xperiment. ,
While different persons havfc been

onstantly at work attempting to
nvent sbme means whereby screen

layers might be made to talk as

he action of the photoplay proeeds.there never has been a sue- y
essful demonstration. D
Tyrone Power and Ralph Graves,

rho appear in "Dream Street." will
peak directly from the saraen. and p
Jr. Griffith himself will make a .

hort talk on the iqftthod used be- t
ore the play begins.
"I consider this new Invention of

Ir. Kellum. which has been ap- O

lied by our Mr. Battey. to be one .

f unlimited importance." Mr. Grlf- p
th said. "The film was able to T
reserve the shadow personality. a
>ut the living voices were Prac- fl

lcally denied record in association n

rlth their personality until this 0
maxlng Invention was perfected. .

The Town Hall has been entirely A
edecorated for the occasion. a

Today's Amusements, w

.*ATIO*AI~-T>H» »a*»." Mar. tl

sea ret May. srt Ballehary P

Field's faree »«*« with Ma-

belle Kstelte "! .therm.
n. r. WEITHS.V«»4ev111e. h

COSMOS . Vas*e»«l»e and »lc- «

tataa.
ITRiKD . Vamlevllle sM pie- »

GATBTT . "The Sp.s*1ag WM- »

W%" with Al M. M.H mm* £
.therm.

ritTMFdUTU.D.r.thy
PhillipsOi JWM KMtvraM te J,
Ct'nnu'I'ssTtrt -aeatisaeatalTaaaasr,". with «a»a*h

IsghM aal May McAv.t, .
HIALTO. PrlaelUa DM» te n

" Upatatt.a." a
PMACEr-Asw <. MOaeaa te p
"Wlthopt Mailt." . ii

CAMDEtt.Hilnssa »* Me»." o
' with all-war eaat.
kxicherbockbk . "Men.
W.aiaa.Marriage." u

(HAJIDAMI-Kellash
Hampt.a at Pteaar." Wit* tl
Wesley Marry sM asaay eth- *
era. , J1 1
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200 Broadway Film Hits
To Be Shown on the Road

4any Big Photoplays Will Be Offered In
Legitimate Theaters.

«.

At luit 200 prlnU of the feature tributed Its force to the epochal
otlon pictures now playing » ftory the personal magnetism <rf
roadway will be sent on the road the star, the elaborate presentation
ext season, with a number of oth- and the admirable direction; but
r« not yst presented, to offset trade all of them have overlooked a qual>ndttlons.says the New York Clip- ity to which may be credited its
er. While U has been generally, greatest appeal That is the qaallty
nown for the past few weeks that of contrast.
large number of picture road Reputation" is made up of conbows.with regular orchestras, trast.drastic contrasts which carry

*ntc effects and managers, wouldU thrill with every rapid change
e sent out. It was not expected from character to character locale
tat It would reach this large to lo^le. and incident to Incident.
prure. I
The Fox Motion Picture Company w

rill «end out about twenty compa- Shubert jbh whiL
les of each of Its big pictures, and

'' "d William Pa«rrimth-s"Birth of a Nation.- which
"** * ,P , ".I°f "J"0 .HamUIbooked for the Capitol Theater ill*'. u.

"

>r next week, will be revived on ,
*n whf came 10 thl' COUBI*road Marc KlaWs much-her- U-i?" "I " t0 !!£Pe?r w,,h E,h"

Ided French production. -J'Ac- ln Declasse. Mr
use." will also take to the road *'nB" «PP«»*»nee in these parts.
Ith the others# as will s-verat h!*n<?
ther pictures to be presented with- t^'.ed witil it »

stage co""

, the next few months *.'hm?Jor ,n
The producer, believe condition. * 2 ArUllery. hs was sent

re ripe for »he presentation on the J"** ,by k-"B'»nd shortly after t^i.
lad of motion pictures on the same *!* ,' ?r the war.

asis as legitimate productions The ^r,or '° the »*r King had had a

>ng Broadway runs of these pie- '°"E *nd crowded experience u an

ares ' will add prestige to them "tor. He beranjn lg9S in a small
hen they take to the road «Jf"* ,5. ,ou.rin' company

.
T**e Sliver Kin*, mnd at enr

CHtics who have commented upon *n"'.!"r ."'ST*. '» -upport
the dramatic power of "Reputa- ? °

, J Kn*'an<s"
on." Prlscllla Dean's Universal ^ ,Wn Jha* d*"

iper-ftaturc which opens a week** w«th Vw °r ^ T® yearp

WMt st Moore's Rlalto I
'» th'

kl.T.r .J... H... ,,
nmys Of the Little and Klngswsvheater beginning toda>. have at- theaters, when Barker was giving

=- "Fannys First Play" Its first preV,«»... W 1 r A
duction With Barker, also. Kingr/Veill /flakes List played prominent roles In Oalsworr\tC- J ar nl th^" "Tbe '""tfMve" and MaseOfSixteen Neic Plays -n..

ForFuture Writing Augusts Aramlnl. who plays the
part or the rollicking and reckless

Eugene O'Neill has gone to New 1^1' 1V5! ..8"wyB of
,, .

.
Twin Beds. is a Florentine bv

ork from his Cape Cod retreat, birth and education and does not
rlmartly to attend rehearsals of have to assume any dialect in the
is "Moon of the Carlbbees." and Part- as he has never mastered the
robably also because of "Gold." language.
thlch John D Williams will pro- itv JUt-Tj!' 1 ' ''W" <* bll',lF- spoaklng some seven different
uoe on May 22. In the course of languages and is a song writer of
uual conversation, however. Mr. some merit, having composed the
Nelll revealed the fact that he la lrr,r* "f that one time popular
ow four or five play, ahead of th. W°""""«

.
nfarHnent In this country wu>

roducer., and golng rlght on. with David Warfleld ln -The Muslr
here Is. of cour.e. "The Straw. Master." with which organisationnnounced for production In the he appeared for three consecutive
srly autumn^ Th*r« l» also "Chrla." «ason.. and with which plav he
swritten and retltleU since its try. will be seen again next season
ut a year ago. and at present being
reighed in the managerial offices. Pwliii.ol.l- o ,

nd. as stated, there is "Gold." to be KUOin8teiI» Concert.
cted in New Tork in another The third and concluding concert
lonth by Willard Mack and others. the Rubinstein Club's WashingMr.O'Neill, also, has just finished ton series, to be given at the New
fourth play.title unknown.and Masonic Auditorium Tuesday evenibeginning a fifth. He ha. drawn ,n* «t 8:20 o'clock, will have Chrisp.In more or lea. complete form. "»e Laarenhan. the distinguished

He scenario of sixteen full-length dramatic Sopr.no, and M.n.-Zurca,
lay..enough labor 'to' keep him not#d oomposer-pieaiat. As the solo
'*11 occupied for the next ten or artiste. Mile. I^nsenhan will sing
dozen years. So the Harvard "<~onna(« tu le p^vs" from "Mignon"

opeful who recently had "a great <T!»omaaJ, "Habanera" from "OarIdafor Eug«he O'Neill" probably men" (Bluet). -So Soon Forgotten"
111 be obliged to get Into line and In Russian (Tschalkowsky). "I.ullswalthis turn. by," from the opera "The Kiss." in
In the play that he Is now begtn- Csech f8tnetana>. "Spring Song"

U mUr'*t,n* to noU Mr ,r<"* the opera "Shanewis" (Cad«-?..>r««k'n* »w«y from the !*<-«>. "bi Sleepy Land" (Manaealisticstyle for the first time. Zucca). ^Lassie o' Mine" (E Walt)
^m.HflT 1f-U .ryi><?t^'-'* ; Man.-Zucca will play her owa comsmantlcplay of th« period of positions as follow. "Sketch." -Zouce«e-Leon. awes' Drill," "Valse Brllliaat.RescoeIFatty) Arbuckle Is plar f.n

. '"ST." .JtZ"
>« around with aa oil gusher this '*
eek on location for acenas 1b his ^ m* ^T*r There,
ew picture "Gasoline Qua. " based
n George iVtt oiio'. stories. "Th. i bornbeiTy Recital,
nly gushing in this picture." re- Kllsabsth Thorn berry, the .WsehlarksMr. Arlxuckle. "1. done by the '5«ton soprano, will be presented by

II well."Myron W. Whitney tn "program of
r- songs, next Saturday afternoon at

Havln* dissected an autoaiObtle o'clock at the Hotal Lafayette,
ntn he knows K from stenl to She wni be aaalated by Helen Gerlera.Wallace Reld Is low learning rer. well-known among the younger
lie "Innards" of a hall digger, violinist, of the city. LaSalle Spier
[now what that rft? It U a big will be at tha piano for Ml.. Gerrer
Id dredger whose nickname Is Mrs. Thor.berry win have as her

riven to th. picture.""the Hall accompapist another yonag looa

F MAY W
New Music Styles? |

i
By EARLE DORSET. I

Or Monday afternoon I blithely unaptked a oo«»-

munlque from Poll's telling of thi advent of MW >

Oscar Straus. operetta, "The Uu Walts."
Unhooking the telephone Just aa blithely o* Tne«dayafternoon my hopea of a newer and POMlMf

greater "Chocolate Soldier" score went slimmer!a®.
"The L<ast Walts" was sot to appear.

The returna. however, were not all l«.
By Wednesday morning another Poll's bulletin

announced the appearance of Edward Delancy Dvbbi
long-heralded adaptation of Barrle'a romantic comedy.
"Quality Street." with a score by Walter Kolla. a Ba>
ropoan compoaer frequently mentioned In the name

breath with Lehar of "Merry Widow" fame. and. for
that matter, with Oscar 8trauaa. .

Prepare, then, for Barrie In a musical setting
Prepare, alao, for the poaalble dlacovery of another
Lehar. another Strauss, another Caryll For the
music Stare Is changing Its styles, and by autumn It
is highly likely that the Viennese musical Influence
rather thsn the Broadway influence, will begin to
emerge, once again, as the dominant influence la
American muaical production.

Looking closely st the products destined for the
early fall trade, one observes the aymptoms of an em- t

bryonlc but persistent movement towsrd thst school
of musical comedy or operetta expressed aforetime by
productions like "The Merry Widow." "Algeria." The
Chocolate Soldier." The Prince of Pilsen." "The Pink
Lady," "It Happened In Mordland." and half a dosen
others now lost to memory.

All of these pieces, of course.' were not strictly
Viennese in origin, yet the distinguishing characteristicsof daintiness tunefulness snd. above all. of unforced.lightsome comedy, were so evident snd
outstanding in each that they may be grouped,"properlyenough, under that classiflcstlon.

a e

THERE is in evidence a manifeat movement away
from ths current vogue of Broadway musical
comedy and Ita hallmark that extraneous and

unrelated joke-form, the "gag." and thla movement
is likely enough to result in the evolution of a new
music style, s type that will be neither of "Tb«
Oiri In the Spotlight." "The Chocolate Soldier." or of
"The Pink Lady." but which may, nevertheless, pat-
take of all three.

It Is almost Impossible, therefore, to ballses
that the music stags of America will fail to utilise
the coming season in an earnest effort to evolv* a

new standard of musical production And the stage
itself, always an inveterate mimic, can be intra atad
to adopt, Instsnter. almost any new form that a.mi
doalined to win public favor.

Only a few short weeks ago the Shuberts launched
an interesting music stage experiment in "Blossom
Time- The title, of course, had nothing to do with
the story, and was probably a decidedly uninspired
effort to walk in the titular foot stcos of the successful
"Maytime ' For all that. "Bloaaom Time" was an exceptionallyinteresting experiment, in that It attemptedto tell. in a semi-operatic form, the llfe-storr jof Frans Schubert, the composer. It was an impor- ]tant.a most important link in the chain of evidence jthat the stage is persistently groping for a new.or jfor an old.music form.

Of mor* importance, perhaps, is the decision of its i
producer* to withhold from public gaxe for a little
longer period the Oscar Strauss operetta. "The L*st
Waits." which Poli's first booked and then canceled,
on the ground that The Last Walts" was unready It 1
is difficult for one to conceive of a Strauss operetta jthat does not revel in the frothy, delicate Vleeneae
style, and the mere fact that its producers sre deter- jmined to withhold ft from presentation until It is jready is only another augury of their hope to reintro- t
duce in the theater within coming months, s truly
worthwhile example of s previously popular stage
form.

Nor is the production of Barrie's "Quality Street."*.
current this week at Poll's, to be left entirely out i
the reckoning in considering this tendency toward a
different standard. I have not before me the findings.,of the seashore critics who have viewed the effort at \
Atlantic City, but regardless of the manner in which
' Quality Street" has been musicalised. the important
fact is that we have in it a story presumablyof the first rank with a score by a man who appears
to be a contemporary of Strauss and L#ehar

a a a

PERHAPS the most striking instance of the belief
entertained by producers thst the public is j
ready for new musical styles is evidenced is

the plsns being made for a revival of "The Merry
Widow." It is difficult, of course, to predict ths re- j
ceptlon thst will be accorded this phenomenally soecessfulLehar operetta, but the rejection of Tfcs
Merry Widow." as "Floradora" was rejected, would j
not indicate, by any manner of means that the tbsa* j
tergoers of America are not favorable to the type It
represents. t

In looking back over th* ground we have rof *
long and sometimes weary way since the days *he«
we bummed "Dresm. Dream. Beautiful Lady.* and
-The Banks of the Saskatchewan." Somehow we slid
gently and unconsciously from that plane into th#
Kern-Wodehouse-Bolton sphere of influence and witk*.
out really appreciating it greatly. Csryell and his
style of tunen^king hsd been succeeded by tfcg
sprightly, rollicking measures of Kern in such smstl,
sophisticated affairs as "Very Good. Kiddie." "Oh. Boy.®
"Oh. Lady. Lady:*' with TIm «;»rl From L'tah' markingthef almost imperceptible dividing line betwee®
one type of play snd the other.

Then the war, came and shut off the Viennese importations.while the Kern Bolton-Wodehouse combinationwas shattered beyond all hope. For many a

weary month thereafter we suffered through so-called
Broadway" comedy monstrosities, the monotony of
which waa broken only here and-UMreVy an Irsne"
or a "Night Boat."

At last, though, we seem to be emerging Every
passing week seem, to lessen the stranglehold on ths
musical stage enjoyed by stuff of the *'L*>v« Birds"
and "Girl In the Spotlight" order Each psssing bour
seems to drsw us nearer to s mors promising sra

when musical comedy will again be both musical and
comic . a

Perhaps prohn Hon Is responsible. Perhaps Iks'
end of the wsr .r I. it o.nhle Perhaps ths producershope to save perhaps ths psMi, gn.i
tight-listed. Perhapi.anything: It doeaa't imiitafc1

x new style ia stag. music tragi Baa*
'
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